William Shakespeare’s
Much Ado about Nothing

Information and Audition Packet

The Masques’

Fall Show

November 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 2010

Much Ado about Nothing, the Masques’ 2010 spring show, is another great Shakespeare play, meaning the class of 2011 will have staged one of the Bard’s masterworks in each of their four years with the Masques.  Much Ado is a romantic comedy, sometimes silly, sometimes grim, but always warm and charming. 

Much Ado about Nothing is set in Messina and concerns soldiers returning from battle who, now home, are ready for their next adventure.  (The world, after all, “must be peopled.”)  Claudio is in love with the young and lovely Hero, and Benedick and Beatrice are in, well, a state of constant bickering, which may or may not cloak true feelings of love for one another.  When the good Don Pedro’s bastard brother Don John schemes to spoil the wedding of Claudio and Hero, chaos ensues.  It’s a matter of time until all ends happily (you knew it would when you heard the play was a comedy).

Cast size is about twenty and will be roughly evenly divided along gender lines, with possibly a few more male than female roles.

Much Ado about Nothing will be played in the Fair Lawn High School Auditorium on the Thomas Ratzin stage in the three-quarter round.  Audience will be seated onstage on three sides of the actors.  There will be six performances, from Tuesday, November 16th through Saturday, November 20th, with two shows on Saturday).  Tickets will cost ten dollars.  

We will be looking for hard-working individuals to work on the crew—to gather and create the many unique and important props, to design and build a set, costume the actors, sell ads, create the playbill, and to advertise.  If you plan to join the club to socialize, don’t.  But if you are looking for a rewarding work experience, then we welcome you to our club.

Before you Audition…

Complete the appropriate forms included in this packet (the audition form and one Tentative Schedule sheet) and turn them in by Monday, September 13th at the latest.  Forms must be given to Mr. Perrotta directly.  Be sure your name is on both forms.  On the Tentative Schedule sheet that you turn in, you must indicate any dates you can’t attend a meeting.    






Note that cast attendance is crucial.  Failure to attend rehearsals—for whatever reason—will result in dismissal from the cast at my discretion.  Conflict sheets must be accurate.  Especially if you wish to be considered for the roles of Benedick, Beatrice, Hero, Claudio, Don Pedro, or Leonato, attendance matters.













Once you have completed and turned in both forms, you may see Mr. Perrotta for a sign-up time.  Audition dates are Tuesday, September 14th and Wednesday, September 15th.  

Arrive a few minutes early and wait quietly outside room A-118. Be courteous to those inside auditioning.  Disruptive students risk being denied a chance to audition.

Barring the need for callbacks, a cast list will be either emailed or posted Thursday morning, September 16th.  There will be a club meeting on Friday the 17th and a read-through on Saturday, September 18th in the chorus room.

About the Tentative Rehearsal Schedule…

(a copy of which is to be given to Mr. Perrotta by Monday, September 13th, along with the information form)

The last pages of the audition packet include two identical copies of the Tentative Rehearsal Schedule and the Audition Form.  You may not sign up for an audition until you have returned to Mr. Perrotta one copy of the Tentative Rehearsal Schedule and the Audition Form by Monday, September 13th.

Examine the schedule and indicate dates you will be unable to attend.



















Note that weeknights may run later than 5:00pm and Saturday times may change as well.  You must mark conflicts on the Tentative Schedule as well as the Audition Form.
















Pay particular attention to: 

   
Saturday meetings 

Hell week dates (mandatory)

The six shows (mandatory)

Set strike (mandatory)

… About the Characters

Leonato
The head of the household, a wealthy and well-respected widower.  Hero is his only daughter.  Beatrice, his niece, lives with him as his ward.

Beatrice
Leonato’s niece.  Her beauty, wit, and independent spirit make her a formidable match—in more than one sense.  By the customs of the time, she is in danger of being left umarried, but what man could rise to the challenge?

Benedick
A friend and confidant of Don Pedro and Claudio.  As brilliant a satirist (and as fond of his own wit) as Beatrice.

Claudio
A young Florentine, who has shown himself to be valorous and loyal in Don Pedro’s service.  He met Hero before the campaign and fell in love with her, but now that the time has come to woo her, he feels that his inexperience puts him at a disadvantage.

Hero
Leonato’s daughter and only heir.  She has just reached marriageable age.

Don Pedro
He has just led his troops to fight in a war, where they have acquitted themselves

of Aragon
honourably.  Honour is one of his preoccupations, and he is anxious to protect his own reputation and that of his friends.

Don John
The bastard brother of Don Pedro, and a malcontent.  Although before now he has taken sides against Don Pedro, he is now reconciled with him, but Don Pedro’s generosity irks Don John, and he is especially galled by the favours shown to Claudio.

Conrade and Borachio
Aides to Don John, who share his taste for villainy
Margaret and Ursula
Ladies’ maids to the women of the household, and very much their confidantes.  Both enthusiastically join in the practical joking that is goin on—but Margaret’s prank has sinister consequences she was not aware of.

Dogberry
The Constable of the Watch: he has an overwhelming sense of the dignity and power of his office, and an instinctive desire to avoid trouble.  He sees himself as a man of action and deep investigative skills, and never fails to make sure he gets whatever credit is due to him—even if he is not quite clear as to what everything means or what is going on.

Verges, George Seacole, Frances Seacole, Hugh Oatcake, Watchman       Dogberry’s dopey deputies

Balthasar
One of Don Pedro’s officers, and the regular provider of musical entertainment

Friar
A Franciscan friar, effectively a chaplain to the household

Antonio
Leonato’s brother.  His considerable energies are directed to running the estate, which he does with great relish.  He is fiercely proud of his family and protective of its honor.

Sexton
An official of Messina

Messenger
Begins and ends the play with … messages!

About the Audition…
Audition scenes to come.  If you would like to prepare a scene, feel free.  If you would like to run suggestions by me ahead of time, let me know.













Everyone auditioning will read two or three scenes.  Be prepared to read for all appropriate roles.  You will read parts at my discretion, for instance, Carlson may be read by men and women.  Be on time for your audition.  Wait quietly in the hall outside A-118.  If you’re disruptive, you risk losing the chance to audition.



TIPS:













Do not bury your head in your script.  Make appropriate eye-contact with your scene partner.





· Move accordingly and appropriately and define your movement.






Show an awareness that there is an audience, but, of course, do not break the fourth wall.











· Speak loudly and clearly.












· Ignore line breaks and follow punctuation.









· Do not imitate actors in the film.  Make each role an extension of yourself while still showing a real understanding of who the character is.









Show real, tangible distinctions between each of the characters you’re playing.  Make strong choices for each character and scene.






When you turn in all of the necessary forms to Mr. Perrotta by Monday, September 13th, you may sign up for a time slot after school for either Tuesday, September 14th or Wednesday, September 15th.

AUDITION / INFORMATION   FORM
       ______  Yes, I am auditioning

Much Ado about Nothing      CHECK ONE:  ________  No, I am NOT auditioning

Name ____________________________________________        Grade _______________

Home Phone # _________________     Cell Phone # _______________________________

Email (print clearly)  ________________________________________________________

Homeroom Teacher/ Room Number ______________________________

If you are new to the Masques, please list any theater experience: 

_________________________________________________________________

REGRETS ONLY:

Some roles (Benedick, Beatrice, Claudio, Hero, Don Pedro, Leonato especially) are very sizable and require a huge commitment in terms of attendance and in terms of line memorization.  Please indicate here if you DO NOT wish to be considered one of these roles: 

(   Check here if you do NOT wish to be considered for one of the large roles listed above.

Please indicate any non-acting jobs you may be interested in (photography, publicity, playbill coordinator, set construction, script coordinator, video, props manager, costume crew, lighting, sound, ticket coordinator, set design, refreshments, other):

_________________________________________________________________

Please list any jobs or other general conflicts you have.

_________________________________________________________________

This sheet must be turned in ASAP, but no later than Monday, September 13th.     

Be sure that it is accompanied by your marked up schedule – 

in which you have indicated any prior commitments.

