Some info about the script and the play in general:

· As with Twelfth Night and Macbeth, I borrowed the cutting from a movie version that I felt was well done.  (Hamlet, Prince of Denmark was largely my own cutting.)  In the case of Much Ado about Nothing, I used Kenneth Branagh’s script from his lovely 1993 film (which I highly recommend).  I did expand his script slightly, adding some dialogue for Margaret, Ursula, Hero, and Dogberry’s crew.










· The play is a comedy, very romantic, sometimes absurdly silly, and yet sometimes grim.  


· A note to all of you Shakespeare scholars in the house:  If you do an A/B comparison of our script to Shakespeare’s original, you will find that some of the scene numbers do not correspond.  If Branagh (and I) cut a scene, then I re-numbered those that followed in that particular act.

· The role of Borachio, which may be played by a man or a woman, is the only singing role in the play.  













· There is comparatively little iambic pentameter in this play.  Most of the play is written in prose.  The first person who speaks in iambic pentameter is Claudio.






· I do have some specific ideas about set that will certainly need fleshing out.  You’ll note that Act II, Scene 1 is a party in which masks are worn.  We will need some serious input (and probably actual production) on the masks themselves.  Buying elaborate masks may be prohibitive and also goes against the Masques’ DIY ethos.  So let’s have some input please.














· Please feel free to ask questions or to note discrepancies, possible typos, missing entrances or exits, or other mistakes, especially before the script goes into print in early September.

Cast size looks to be about twenty-one, fairly evenly divided between male and female (twelve and nine, or eleven and ten, respectively).  The gender breakdown will probably look like this:

Men



Women


Men or Women

Benedick


Beatrice


Conrade

Claudio


Messenger


Balthasar

Leonato


Margaret


Dogberry

Don Pedro


Ursula



Verges

Don John






Sexton

Borachio






Watchman

Antonio






Frances Seacole

George Seacole





Friar

Hugh Oatcake







